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My 1970 GTO 

by Danny Schmidt 

I guess you could say my GTO story started in 1954, yes 1954.  This 
is the year I was born and the year my Dad and Uncle bought the local Pon-
tiac and GMC dealership, which remained in our family till 2009.  When 
the 1964 GTO came out, I was 10 years old and already doing chores at the 
store.  I remember those GTOs coming in and sitting on the show room 
floor with me pretending I was driving and going through the gears.  I also 
remember them sitting on the repair lot after a hard weekend, needing a mo-
tor, transmission or rear gears.  I also remember the locals that bought the 
GTOs.   

Those GTOs are long gone but many of the locals are still around 
town and yes those old GTO stories still seem to float to the top.  We’ll dis-
cuss all of that at another time.  Let’s get to the real “star” of the Car of the 
Month.   

My story with this 1970 GTO started 20 years ago in May of 2000.  
I found it in the St. Louis Post Dispatch classified section.  (Look at the 
prices from 2000. Don’t you wish prices would be like that today.  You can 
see I had the Pontiacs highlighted).  The gentleman I bought it from said he 
had it for approximately 5 years and he bought it the way I saw it.  I love all 
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GTOs and have had several, but never a ’70.  I made the man an offer, he took it, and we came 
home with an autumn gold 1970 GTO.   

The one picture is of my wife and the GTO with a trophy shortly after we got it.  As you 
can see, neither my wife nor the GTO have aged.  (That will get me some points.) 

Five years went by and the Gateway GTO Association hosted the 26th GTOAA Interna-
tional Meet.  I took my ’71 GTO and 70’ GTO to the meet.  I noticed a man really looking my 
’70 over.  I asked if I could help him.  He said he was the one that owned and restored my ’70.  
It was cool because I got to find out some history on my ’70.  His uncle had bought the car new.  
He was the second owner and I was the fourth.  

The motor is the original.  It was machined .30 over.  Rods were bead blasted and re-
tained.  A special cam adds the right lope.  It has forged pistons and the heads are port and pol-
ished.  It has a Holley Dominator intake and Ram Air 3 exhaust manifolds.  The GTO originally 
came with a three speed and was changed to a four speed, original housing out back with a 4.11 
posi unit.  165 R15s are up front and 275/60R15 Mickey Thompson Street/Strip are on the rear 
for traction. Those are the biggest tires I could fit and not touch the inner fender wells. 

I really haven’t done a lot to the Goat since I’ve had it.  I couldn’t swing a real Judge so 
I thought I would make one by adding the wing and stripes.  The paint is showing a little age 
and I have redone the front bumper twice and spot painted a few areas.  It still gets looks wher-
ever I go.  I have several other Pontiacs and ran out of room a few years ago, so GTO Joey as 
we call him now resides in a heated shop of my son-in-law Josh and grandson Jackson.  In fact, 
10 year old Jackson eats, sleeps and drinks these cars.  So there is still hope out there for that 
generation.   When exercise is needed they get him out and stretch his legs.  Really stretched 
them at Norwalk Tri Power Nationals 2 years ago.  Old Goat stayed together for several runs 
down the track.  Out of all the Pontiacs I’ve owned, for some reason this one feels like family.  I 
believe she’s here to stay. 

 I’ve included a few other pictures I’ve taken over the past 20 years.  Hope you enjoy 
my story.   

GTO of the Month 
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Presidents Scoop 

The President’s Scoop 
By Terry Schott 

 

2020 is definitely going down in the books as a strange year.  The Covid 19 pandemic 
has had a major impact on everyone’s lives.  First and foremost has been the loss of so many 
lives.  The fact that people haven’t even been able to attend loved ones’ funerals is horrible.  At 
times of loss, we normally want to gather around people; however that has been impossible to 
do. 

The high-tech world we live in has been a blessing to allow people to continue to work 
from home.  Many churches, including ours, have been able to use Zoom or other programs to 
be able try to continue on.  All of the restaurants, hotels, and entertainment venues have pretty 
much come to a stop.  Even the airlines are talking layoffs.  Many of these businesses may nev-
er be able to come back and have been forced to close. 

The impact on the economy hasn’t been good.  The drops in the stock market have af-
fected everyone, but thankfully things are starting to come back and get better. 

The stimulus package by the government has been good and helped a lot of people, but 
there is still a lot more to be figured out.  We can only print so much money before we just cre-
ate more problems.   

Even though the tendency is to focus on the bad, we need to try to find some good in all 
of this.  I think everyone has a greater appreciation for our doctors, nurses, and first responders.  
I know that many parents have a whole new appreciation for teachers!  People have been donat-
ing food and medical supplies to help support the less fortunate.  People have found ways to 
recognize the “Senior Class of 2020” in parades and drive-bys.  Although many graduations had 
to be cancelled, these kids will still have memories to last through their lives.  I do feel that peo-
ple have had time to sit back and realize the little things we all take for granted.  Hopefully the 
kindness of today will carry over into the future. 

I contacted Ginghams and they are open now, but can only have a small number of peo-
ple.  No more than 6 family members may be at a table.  We won’t be able to have our June 
meeting there, but things are starting to open up a little.  Hopefully people will still try to abide 
by all the guidelines and help put an end to this.  The numbers are looking better so let’s all try 
to hang in there for a little longer.  I hope you are all doing well and we still plan on trying to 
move forward with our planned activities for the end of July through the end of the year.  If 
things open up sooner, we will try to plan some events to get together.  Stay well and hope to 
see you soon. 
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The Formation of Gateway GTO and the  
Application to GTOAA 

By 

Chris Winslow 
 

As many of you know, Mark Melrose recently spent some time helping me with the 
Gateway GTO Newsletter Project which aimed to locate copies of old newsletters from Gate-
way so that I could scan them in and get them up on the website.  The effort was quite success-
ful.  We now have newsletters up on the website going back as far as 1989. 

 
One of the members that Mark contacted for help was Ron Fiebiger.  Ron was a very 

active member of Gateway and was the newsletter editor for a number of years.  He had an ex-
tensive collection of newsletters which Mark borrowed and gave me for scanning. 

 
In the process of sorting through the box of newsletters, I found that Ron had a copy of 

the original application of Gateway to the GTO Association of America.  I think this document 
is a significant find for the history of the club as there have been some questions over the years 
as to exactly who were the charter members.  That mystery is now solved.  The charter mem-
bers were: 
 

Scott Pinson  

Sherry Nichols 

Greg Pugh 

Kevin McNamara 

Rick Houska 

Steve Schoen 

Tim Pisoni 

 

 

 

See the next page for a scan of that document.  
The copy that Ron has was itself a copy, so it is not 
the easiest thing to read, but the names are clear 
enough.  Also of interest on the application is a hand 
drawn sketch of the original concept for the club 
logo.   It is obviously the basis for the logo that we 
still use today. 

Gateway GTO was the fourth chapter char-
tered by GTOAA.  Today there are 37 chapters. 

Gateway GTO Application to GTOAA 
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Calling all owners of 1970 GTO’s! 
 

In 2020, in celebration of: 
50th Anniversary of the 1970 GTO 

 
The Hoodscoop will be featuring Car of the Month articles on the 

anniversary year 
 

If you own one of these special cars, please get to work on your arti-
cle(s) and get them to Chris Winslow 

 

Year Of The 0’s 
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2020 GATEWAY GTO 

CALENDAR OF EVENTS 
 
June 
 

4 -  GTO MEETING 6:30 at Civic Park in O’Fallon, MO  
 
308 Civic Park Drive, O’Fallon, MO 63366.  (Highway 70 to Highway K/Main 
Street, North on Main Street to Civic Park Drive and then left on Civic Park Drive.  
The park is on the right).  NOTE:  If you have not been to O’Fallon lately, they have 
moved the westbound exit to Highway K/Main Street east about 1 mile.  It is well 
signed. 
 
We will be in the large pavilion near the playground.  The restrooms will be open.  
Feel free to come early and to bring dinner and drinks with you if you would like.  
(PLEASE NO GLASS CONTAINERS AS THEY ARE NOT ALLOWED IN  
CIVIC PARK).  Bringing your own chairs is recommended. 

 
16-20 - The GTOAA National Convention has been canceled. 
 

July 
 
 2 - GTO MEETING 7PM at Gingham’s (Terry will send out a message on this meeting once 
  it is determined if Gingham’s will be able to accommodate the meeting) 

 
31– Aug 2 - Ames Tri Power Nationals in Norwalk 
 

August 
 

6 -  GTO MEETING 7PM at Gingham’s (Terry will send out a message on this meeting once 
 it is determined if Gingham’s will be able to accommodate the meeting) 

 
 

SEE THE Gateway GTO Classifieds 

FOR SALE 
 
Earl Lewis is selling his enclosed 20 foot trailer.  He is asking $2500.  If you 
are interested, contact Earl at  636-219-4932. 
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126 Afshari Drive 
Florissant, MO 63034 

jfhavens@sbcglobal.net 

(314) 838-5533 
 
 

Jon’s Tri-Power Service 
 
 

 
 
Jon F. Havens 
Owner 
 

13  Shamblin Dr. 
Florissant, MO 63034 

 

(314) 496-7368 
 
 

Jonathan’s Q Jet Service 
 
 

 
 
 
Jonathan Havens 

CLICK HERE FOR GATEWAY GTO APPAREL CLUB STORE 

mailto:jfhavens@sbcglobal.net
http://stores.customautoapparel.net/gateway-gto-association/
http://stores.customautoapparel.net/gateway-gto-association/
http://stores.customautoapparel.net/gateway-gto-association/
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GATEWAY GTO ASSOCIATION OFFICERS  
President  Vice President Mo  
Terry Schott Chris Winslow 
18903 Saint Albans Road 644 Emge Road 
Glencoe, MO 63038 O’Fallon, MO 63366 
636-273-6313 636-294-8104 
tschott@kelpe.com chriswinslow@charter.net 
Vice President IL.  Treasurer 
Dan Jackson  Will Bowers  
P.O. Box 234  #1 Goshen Woods  
Greenville, IL 62246  Edwardsville IL. 62025      

618-664-0437 618-791-3110 
dajalj@gmail.com  wwbdsb@yahoo.com   
Secretary  GTOAA Chapter Rep. 
Brian O’Sullivan  Tom Oxler 
2576 Westrick Drive 450 Muirfield Drive  
Maryland Heights MO 63043  St. Charles, MO 63304 
314-225-7240 636-928-5548 
bosullivan@hunter.com toxler@prodigy.net 
Photo Album Editor  Club Events Chairman  
Laura Kiefer Marty Howard  
70 Keystone Drive  7 Newcastle CT  
Old Monroe, MO 63369  St. Charles MO 63301      
1977kieferla@gmail.com  636-724-8641  
 nycgto@att.net   
Web Newsletter Editor  
Chris Winslow  Chris Winslow  
644 Emge Rd.  644 Emge Rd.  
O’Fallon MO 63366  O’Fallon MO 63366      
636-294-8104  636-294-8104  
chriswinslow@charter.net  chriswinslow@charter.net  
Charity Chairman  Photographer  
Bob Blattel  Chris Winslow  
4564 Austin Knoll Court  644 Emge Rd.  
St. Charles MO 63304  O’Fallon MO 63366      
636-441-3141  636-294-8104 
bob@blattels.com chriswinslow@charter.net  

Gateway GTO Association Photo Album 

If you have photos of past events or if you take pic-
tures of future events that you think would be good 
for our Photo Album, please send them to the 
newsletter editor.  

The Hood Scoop is  published as an informative 
news bulletin to keep our members up to date on 
past,  present,  and future events.  

Advertising rates are:  

$100 – Full page (Color or Black and White) ad in 
monthly Hoodscoop newsletter for 12 months, your 
logo on our Website Sponsor page, and a link to 
your website from our Related Website Link space. 

$50 – ½ page (Color or Black and White) ad in our 
monthly Hoodscoop newsletter for 12 months, your 
logo on our Website Sponsor page, and a link to 
your website from our Related Website Link space. 

$25 – Business Card (Color or Black and White) ad 
in our monthly Hoodscoop newsletter for 12 
months, your logo on our Website Sponsor page, 
and a link to your website from our Related Web-
site Link space. 

Advertising Guidelines  

Classified ads up to 50 words are free to members; add 10 
cents per word for any ad over 50 words. Payment is due 
upon submission. (members need to update ads at 3 month 
intervals or ads will be dropped). Classified ads up to 50 
words for non-members are $5.00 per issue.  

Gateway GTO Club Information  

The Gateway GTO Association was initially formed in the 
summer of 1984 by a group of seven. They all had a com-
mon interest in the Original Muscle Car, the Pontiac GTO.  
As a form of communication we publish a monthly newslet-
ter called “The Hood Scoop”.  The purpose of this newslet-
ter is to keep our members informed of all upcoming activi-
ties as well as providing interesting event coverage. The club 
meets every first Thursday of the month at Gingham’s, 1566 
Country Club Plaza Drive, St. Charles, MO 63303 

The are no Gateway GTO membership dues for the year 
2020.  The rate for membership dues to Gateway GTO for 
2021 and beyond will be determined by December of 2020.  
All Gateway GTO members must be a member in good 
standing with GTOAA.  You are allowed to have one associ-
ate member.  

The Gateway GTO Association 

 is an official chapter of the  

GTO Association of America 
www.gtoaa.org 

Visit us at 
www.gatewaygto.org or 
www.gatewaygto.com 

 

mailto:tschott@kelpe.com
mailto:chriswinslow@charter.net
mailto:dajalj@gmail.com
mailto:wwbdsb@yahoo.com
mailto:littlemissek@gmail.com
mailto:toxler@prodigy.net
mailto:1977kieferla@gmail.com
mailto:nycgto@charter.net
mailto:chriswinslow@charter.net
mailto:chriswinslow@charter.net
mailto:bob@blattels.com
mailto:chriswinslow@charter.net
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644 Emge Road 
O’Fallon, MO 63366 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 


